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SB 337 (Zaffirini)/HB350 (Thompson)
White-label ATMs (WATMs) can be owned and operated by anyone and purchased on the
Internet. Registering certain WATMs will:
· Prioritize investigations;
· Enable law enforcement to immediately determine persons of interest;
· Reduce the need for victim testimony;
· Facilitate the investigation of financial crimes, and;
· Permit the discovery of larger criminal networks involved in human trafficking at IMBs.

SB 466 (Bettencourt)/ House Bill 279 (Jetton)
Adults suffering from intellectual and developmental disabilities are specifically targeted by
traffickers, due to their vulnerability. Yet, prosecutors and law enforcement often struggle to
bring their traffickers to justice. This policy change would protect adults with disabilities who are
especially vulnerable to trafficking, especially those with disabilities that affect their ability to
assess safety or care for themselves without assistance.

HB 327 (Thompson) 
Amends the definition of duress to be force of threat of force that “a reasonable person in the
situation of the defendant” would be incapable of resisting. This change in definition would be
especially impactful for human trafficking survivors who are often pressured under duress to
commit illicit acts by their traffickers. The policy change would allow trafficking victims to better
plead duress as an affirmative defense to charges arising out of their trafficking.

HB 444 (Thompson)
By ensuring that local attorneys can recoup their costs through penalty fees, we can reduce the
number of IMBs, enable more legal actions against IMBs at the local level, and potentially recoup
more of their illegally-obtained and untaxed profits.

HB 1004 (Shaheen) 
Changes the definition of trafficking of persons to provide additional protections to disabled
individuals who are victimized by traffickers.

HB 1059 (Thierry) 
Prohibits children from referred to juvenile courts for prostitution. Children cannot consent to
prostitution—it is by legal definition sexual exploitation. Therefore, children should not be
charged with prostitution and further victimized.

HB 1136 (Jetton) 
Requires lifetime sex offender registration for those who commit the offense of compelling
prostitution.

SB 129 (Springer)
Restructures the offense of child pornography to provide for higher sentencing for the amount of
child pornography in the possession of a perpetrator and adds enhancements for offenders who
receive state funds for the care of children. .
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Require transportation network companies to provide training and reporting information to
their drivers. 
Transportation Network Company drivers are unwittingly transporting human
trafficking victims in the course of their trafficking. Law enforcement has gathered
evidence of human trafficking victims (including child victims) being transported by
rideshare app. TNC drivers will be able to better recognize the signs of human trafficking
and serve as first reporters. These reports help law enforcement to identify victims and
intervene earlier.

Traffickers who have also strangled their victims should face an enhanced penalty, from
second degree to a first degree felony. 
Domestic violence that involves strangling is more likely to end in homicide of the victim.
A first degree felony will allow the most dangerous traffickers to be removed from the
general population for a greater length of time, overall increasing public safety.

Prostitution Safe Harbor (PSH): A narrow bill that protects the vulnerable when reporting
crime.
PSH would prohibit arresting a person for prostitution if the sole basis for that arrest are
admissions made by the person while reporting a crime. In other words, a PI could talk to police,
tell them what she witnessed even though she may have been engaged in prostitution at the
time, and not fear arrest for prostitution for what she said. PSH is aimed at those in the life, NOT
law enforcement or prosecutors because the problem isn’t PI’s being arrested for reporting
crime (most jurisdictions would not)—the problem is that victims don’t know this and are too
scared to report in the first place.
• It only covers proactive reports; a person can’t avoid arrest by suddenly reporting crime.
• It’s meant for service providers/others in contact to share with exploited populations.
• Nothing prevents police from using any evidence in the report for any other purpose.

Survivor Employment: Incentivizing companies to hire restored survivors and overcomers.
This bill would give employers a yearly $2,500 state-level tax break for each survivor hired. Eligible
survivor status may be verified by law enforcement, any state or federal court, or the sworn
affidavit of a licensed Texas social worker.
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Allow Greater Access by Victims to Record Sealing
A family violence finding prevents a person from ever sealing their criminal records for any crime.
In 2019, Texas gave trafficking survivors a special process to seal their prostitution arrests;
however, many cannot use it because family violence includes acts against any person in the
same household--the victim does not have to be related to the perpetrator. During their
exploitation, many victims are involved in ‘family violence’ with their trafficker, another victim, or
another person who is simply living in the same residence. Texas needs a limited exception, only
for trafficking survivors, to would allow them to seal prostitution arrests even if a finding of family
violence is on their record.

Proactively Stop Online Grooming
This bill, which has been adopted by the Statewide Task Force, proposes a ‘pre-harm’ remedy for
online grooming. If an adult makes a misrepresentation to a child (e.g. falsely purports to be a
modelling agent) for the purpose of enticing that child from his/her residence, this conduct
would be criminalized as a misdemeanor under the bill, regardless of the adult’s intent. Having a
proactive remedy will allow police to begin an investigation when attempted online grooming is
reported, rather than being forced to wait until harm to the child actually occurs
.


